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TATTOO SUPPLIES

Full Range of Tattoo Supplies, Grips, Tips, including:
* Kuro Sumi Ink

+ Tattoo Needles on the bar

« Spirit Paper

+ Eikon Supplies (including Green Monster Tattoo

Machines, Gem Foot Switch and EMS200 Power Supply)

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Full Range of Medical Supplies ang Instruments in¢luding:
* Hygiene Products
* Medical Gloves
+ Tattoo & Piercing Aftercare
+ 70% Isopropanol Rubbing Algbhol
+ Sterile Dermal Punches and Fiercing Needles

PIERCING JEWELLERY

Full range of Piercing Jewellery including:
* New Tragus / Upper Ear Sfuds
* New Nipple Jewellery
* Great Deals on Dermal Anchors
* Discount Volume Deals
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Eikon Tattoo supplies
In stock now
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Having trouble finding Skin Deep
madgazine in your newiagent?
Please contact ouw distnbabon companty
for your nearest outlet GROT 479 4073

Al |letters sent to 5kin Deep will be treated as unconditionally
assigned for publication and copyright purposes and as
such are subject to edit and comment editorially, Please

ensurethat all photos and slides have credits attached. Flease

send copies ol origmals as we can ne longer return any
unsalicited photographs. ho responsibility can be assumed for
unsolicited materials, The views expressed in this magazine
by the contibutors are not necessarily those of the pubBshers,
While every etfort s made in comgpiling Skin Deep, the
publishers cannot be held responsible for any effects there
from. Reproduction of amy matter contamed in Skin Deep is
prohibited without prior permission, Adverts and advertisers
appearing m SKIN DEEF or SKIN SHOTS INTEEMNATIQMNAL
Magarines carry no implied recommendation from the
magazines of from the publishers,

Editorial

uite often in the mail, [ get sent cuttings
rom newspapers that I might have
missed simply because, no matter how
hard you try, you can t look at everything.
You really cant - [ ve tried.

This week the guys at the office
shippad me down the centre pages from The Sun (March
31} In which writer sean Hamiltcn does a story on
tattooing that pulls in quotes irom a conversation with
L.al Hardy. It bore the title "Skin The Money ™ and my gut
reaction on seeing that title was to wondsr what knd of
assassination we had in store._. but [ was wrong.

[t actually turned out to be a really positive piece of
work. Reading through it again, for a newspaper that 1s
renowmned to sensationalise whenever 1t can, they stuck
o the facts, there's no horrer stories and 1t even contains
a potted history lesson and decent advice Impressed!

That very same week, | received a copy of Lal's latest
book - The Mammeoth Book of Tattoo Art and it's a peach.
nerously. We didn't have room for reviews In this 1ssue
(50 1t will be In next time), but having just put together
Tattoo Dynamite here at Jazz, | know from the heart, that
behind the scenes it will have been a labour of love with
much blood, sweat and tears behind it. Mr Hardy furned
In a fine piece of work - you should check 1t out.

INice work Sir!

To rewind a little, at the top of the article in The sun,

It quotes the official figure of the number of tattcos cn
"British Bodies™ as being 20 million. By my reckcning,
even with all the years skin Deep has behind 1f, we
haven't even scaled the first leg of that mountain. I
havent actually worked this out, so don t quote me,

but if your average 1ssue of skin Deep contains around
200 1mages, across almost 200 13sues, that comes to
approximately 40 000 images published in our hifetime.
That's a really small percentage. [ don 't do maths and
percentages but even [ can tell there's a lot out there still
{0 cover. Recent appeals for work by both artists, studios

Keep up to date with everything tattoo!

www.bigtattooplanet.com

£ WORLD ON A 5TRING

and collectors have tumed up some good stutf in the
Inbox - please keep 1t coming. [t's much appreciated and
wherever possible 1t will get featured somehow.

Finally, it wouldn't be much of a Needle Has Landed
column 11 [ couldn 't find something mildy amusing to
write about - it seems to have become "what I do” on
this page but I have to admit, I'm struggling this 1ssue.
There have heen no pland playing luchadores passing

my window, [ don't think

['ve left my Mac for more than a

single day (I blame Tattoo Dynamite) and only one Doctor
Who subrmission has come 1n 890 far but then again, as

[ write this, the last 135ue
on the shelves. Nope, the

has only been out for one day
only fun news I have - for me

at least - 15 that with the back piece on hold for the time

being, [ ve booked my slot for my next piece of sleeve
work at the Jam. [t's taken months to figure 1t out and
now that I have the basies down, let’s get it on...

I suggest you do the same... meantime, back 1o
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Ever had problems finding a copy

i"}"‘”’ (:B of Skin Deep on the newsstand or
= missed an issue forgetting the on
sale date?

Visit www.skindeep.co.uk Sustask (o download our
newsagent reservation form. Take the completed form, or a

(" —
el

copy of it, to vour lecal newsagent who will reserve your copy
of Skin Deep. Some newsagents even offer a home delivery
making it even easier o ensure you Son't miss an issue,
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« REMOVABLE PADDING T%

« HEAVY DUTY CANVAS BAG D’SEO_-StA BLE
« 180 kg, WEIGHT CAPACITY TUBE
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Receive an additional 5% off when you order online
using coupon code UKONLINE at the end of checkout
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8 .oooeee... WALK THIS WAY
12 PICNIC AT HANGING ROCK 58 PAPA JOE 0 SMALLMAN SYNDROME
75
76........ SKIN PIX

CONVENTIONS
24 THE FRENCH CONNECTION

Still on the road out in Europe here: this month
we thought wed see what the South of France
had to offer in the way of talent - game on!

STUDIO SPOTLIGHT
16.......... ROCK N ROLL TATTOO

Who can resist a studio with a name like Rocl n
Roll Tattoo, particularly when they've got talent
seeping out of the walls? These quys just don't
tattoo like anybody else...

FEATURED ARTISTS THIS MONTH:

2% ...........THE KING OF INK (PART 1)
/MARIO BARTH

[ Mario Barth's name isn't one of the first
to drip off your tongue when bandying
around the greatest in the world right now,
vou're mixing in the wrong circles. Part two
continues next 1Ssue.

52....c..... BACK IN THE NEW YORK
GROOVE/SETH WOOD

S5eth Wood is one of the very few who have so
far pretty much resisted the lure of technology
to fuel his reputation online - much preferring
o (gasp) show people his portiolio and {gasp
again) talk to people! We were sold from the

moment we saw the horse..
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62........... LIKE A ROLLING STONE
/VICTOR POLICHERI

Continuing our {unintenticnal) rock n roll theme

this issue, we caught up with Victor Policher
the man who loves the road more than his

home but still finds the time to continually

knock them out of the ball park with his wark. ..

68 ........... TRAIN KEPT A ROLLIN’
JJUSTIN DAVIES-TRAIN

Not even 23 and already making a name fol
himself, Justin “Burncut™ Davies-Train proves
hat talent always has a sure-fire way of rsing
o the Lop.

&e

"W SPECIAL FEATURES
= 58 ... SOMETHING WICKED THIS

| - £73 |
CONTRIBUTORS S, L &7 -
Craigy Lee, Paula ‘ ry F FLASH! d lash WAY COMES
Hardy-Kangelos, ' — Everybady loves a bit of Flas / It's funny the sort of stuff you can come across
while doing other things. One minute youTe

h!
Barbara Pavone,, | ¥ o Inspiring and innovative - we

p-mod, Jim Pt , R = feature some of the best we've happily chatting away to tattooist Papa Joe,
Smallman, I|Ent‘ o . corne across in the last few months. the next, vou discaver he's the most incredible
Altken-smith. , : sign maker...

b = B I e s
Relzasg Storahlags & Famahkag
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News & Heviews

seen an interesting clipping in the press? Got something
that you'd like reviewed or featured? Got some spare
chocolate or beer? Send them to: SkKin Deep, The Old
ochool, Higher Kinnerton, Chester CH4 9AJ OR EMAIL:
edifor@skindeep.co.uk

LA INK
o ASON 4 DVD
GIVEAWAY!

That's right - it’s another B e
quality giveaway for you. We .
have five copies of season
four of LA Ink to ship out to
fans of the show.

A popular wavy of getting vou all
to take part these days appears
to be to make 1t as simple as
possible, thus, if you want to be
In with a shot at the goodies, all
you have to do 1s send an email
to edifor@skindeepn.co.uk with
the subject line LA INK - and
cdon't forget to drop your name
and address 1in the body of the
email (you'd be surprised!).
Crood luck!

SERIES
FOUR

e Rl . TRY L1 R L

BRANDING
GONE MAD. .

Here's one for our overseas readers - or anyone with
a penchant for Ecko gear and thinking of taking a

holiday this year - Ecko Unlimited, purveyors of t-shirts,

denim, track jackets, polos, etc; best-known for its
ad campaigns featuring Lindsay Lohan and Vanessa
Hudgens, is offering a 20 percent discount off its
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For those of you swinging towards the dark side,
check out the new designs from Ave Satanas. Ave
satanas 1s a premier quality, heavy duty, hell basec
satanic clothing company. [hL.u _-Jhl.--’:l._-.._l]_.l"le s grounded
In thinking differently, embracing freedom, creativity and
rebelllon against organizations that attempt fo constrain
spiritually, intellectually and phyvsically.

You can check out the early incarnations of Ave Satanas
at www.ave-satanas.com. Here yvou will find their first
-:Jff_r:'_;ﬂ 1111r::: of I._._E:It.lll'll.'.] Their Pu__ Rebel Hellwear
Includes heavy duty hoodies, badass beaniles and a
variety of products desic _1|:r1 to make the ultimate
satanic statement. As Ave Satanas continues to evolve.
so too will thelr range of satanic offerings so Keep
checking back!

Ave Satanas are currently running a design
competition open to purveyors of the dark arts interested
In designing something unique. The closing date for
submissions 15 31st August 2011 ftor a lmited edition
release at Halloween. The chosen one will be credited
0Tl tlu:_I website, linked in to the Gateways page and a
percentaae of the sales will go to a charity of cholce. For
detalls on how to be a part of Ave Satanas first design
competition visit Creations on their website.

This year Ave Satanas will also be at various events
around the country, to ind out more, visit the Blog page
0T UpCcoming events.
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Tattoo Medway
{Gillingham)
welcomes 2 new
artists: Waolf, ex
Anqelic Hell, and
Alex Silver, ex Love
ink Tattoo and
Blessed Tattoo.
Meanwhile, Medway
Tattoo & Piercing
Centre (Rochester)
welcomes 2 new
Artists; Veronica
(Roni} ex Tattoo
Medway, and
Sebastian, ex 529
Tattoo in London,
and Skin City Tattoo
in Dublin. For more
info, portfolio’s

elc go [0 wwiw.
medwaytatioos. com

Meantirme, up in
Bradford, you have
another great new
studio to check out:
DistiNETion,
Blackshaw Mills,
Halitax Roac,
Bradford, BD& ZHL
Tel: 0751 517 5902
Email:
distinktionfattood
gmail.com
Ternporary Web site
= facebook/Daniel
Distinktion

Artists - Sy
Greenwood & Dan
Hartley

They are now taking
bookings for the
shop opening in May.
Custorn and ffash
work undertaken but
specialty is in new
schocl and free
hand |apangse.

wares for life to anyone who gets a tattoo of the label's
rhino or shears logo.

(rod forbid any of you should actually take up the gauntlet,
but just 1In case you do, you know where we are if you ve
got your camera handy. Apologies for the cumbersome link:
shopecko.com/family/index. jsp7categoryld=11330790 — but
if you're that eager for a discount, we don't think you'll mind

typing 1t in.

Sin in Linen invites consumers to try something new

in bed at their website www.SinInLinen.com.

This season brings two new prints into the mix of playiul 5in in Linen designs
— Raven's Dream and Big Top Stripes. Both prints are inspired by turm of the
century vaudeville, traveling circus and burlescque. "We're tipping our hat to
an era and tradition that encouraged a spectacle, embraced the curious, the
deviant, and celebrated beauty, charisma, style and wit.” says sandv Glaze at
oin I Linen.

The print titled Raven's Dream 1s sultry and sweet. A pinup girl illustration
from renowned pinup artist Krysztof Nemeth of Charm School Design 1s
Incorporated into the print's design. Big Top stripes 15 a bold black and white
wide-striped pattern that you'd expect to see at the clrcus.

Raven's Dream and Big Top Stripes are available on linens for the Bedroom,
Bathroom and Kitchen. The enfire collection can be found at Sininlinen.com

www.skindeep.co.uk [ssus 198
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Dave Buddha finally
has his own studio,

ALL STYLE TATTOHDS i

Barrow in Furness,
Cumbria. Doors
opened a couple of
months ago - Dave
would also like to
thank everyone @
STUDIO 81 - it was
emotional!

Indigo Tattoo in
Moarthwich will
soon be changing
their name to

i i
r:r(;:/__ G (o)
| ok e - |

SOOMITAT'TOO
DYNAMITH IS
UPON Ub.

By the time you read this, the Tattoo Dynamite
bookazine will he on a newsagents shelf near you! It
doesn't seem like five minutes ago we were asking for
contributions but here we are - in fact it arrived back in

the office about a half hour ago so I haven't actually seen

it yet - but the word on the street is a thumbs up, which
is good enough for me! If you pick one up, let us know
what you think.

Meanwhile, the Tattoo Vixens competition 1s still open at
bictattooplanet.com/vizens but there's only a month or so

;

Powerhouse Tatloo.
Due to other studios
having the Indigo
name, we decided
to go for a relaunch
under a new

name, Hopefully
the website will

be live soon and
there will be new
advert designs
also. The whole
changeowver should
he completed

this month. Check
cut the new

cite al: www.
powerhouselatioo,

Art and Soul Tatu
in Port Talbot have
just opened a
bespoke tatioo art
and piercing studio
featuring custom
work by Becky
Lowe and Taylor
Williarms. Visit www.
artandsoultatis
co.uk for more -
information. el
(|
o=
1.

GIVEAWAY |

The Bournemouth Tattoo
Convention is fast
approaching - and to
make a change from the
regular show promos,
they've created a neat
video trailer for it. You can
check 1t out here: vimeo.
com/21458549. We've also
come up with a nice hittle
competition for you. We've
got two sets of two tickets
to giveaway for the show —
all vou have to do 1s tell us
what county Bournemouth 1s
in. Drop your answer In the
subject line of an email and
maill it to editor@skindesp.
co.uk - snip!
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Legendary tattoo artist, Mo Coppoletta, has joined
celebrities from the worlds of art, fashion, sport
and entertainment in cutting, colouring and styling
their ‘THARE' to raise funds the world famous Great
Ormond Street Hospital for Children.

The Hare Styling charity fund-raising exhibition opens to
the public at Heartbreak in London from Saturday 16th
April and runs unti Sunday 8th May, with a celebrity
launch event on the evening of Thursday 14th April.

Entitled ‘Rose of No Man's Land’, Mo Coppoletta's
mixed media piece will go on display alongside aver
150 artworks especially created for this unigque event
by celebrities and patrons of the Great Ormond Street
Hospital, including: Helena Bonham Carter, Thandie
Newton, Alastair Campbell, Jamie Oliver, Cheryl Cole,
oir Alex Ferguson, Jack Vettriano, Stella MceCartney and
Ronnie Wood.

The artworks will be auctioned on-line and at a live
auction at the Hare Ball at the Dorchester on 26th May
2011. Bidding on-line opens on 14th April via www.
givinglots.co.uk, the on-line charity auction site.

Check it out: Hare Styling at Heartbreak: 16th April
— 8th May 2011 (Open: Mon-5at 10-6 & 11-4 Sun)

Heartbreak. 17 Bulstrode Street, London W1U 2JH
Tel: 0203 219 5170 www. heart-break.co.uk

YL

The brain child of celebrity hair dresser, Michael

Van Clarke, the Hare Styling initiative 1s the latest

in a number of fund-raising projects undertaken as
part of, HAIRraising, an ongoing appeal launched by
John Frieda in 2010 to raise funds for Great Ormond
Street Hospital and supported by the top names in the
hairdressing community.

Issne 198 www.skindeep.co.uk
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conventions | JN\P| UG [HE
JUKEBOX .

IT'S NOT EVERYDAY THAT YOU'RE MADE AN OFFER YOU CAN'T REFURSE.

All detalls correct at time of going to press.

APRIL: 15TH - 17TH, 2011

19TH INTEENATIONAL TATTOO-
CONVENTION

Frankiurt, Germany

Frankiurt Falrground
Theodor-Heuss-Allea 3

Frankfurt 60327
www.convention-frankfurt.de/
Info +49 {()6043 - 3317

APRIL 16 - 17

TATTOO EXTRAVANZA

south Parade Pier, Portsmouth
www. tattooexiravaganza.co. uk

APRIL 16 - 17

NORTH LAKES TATTOO
CONVENTION

shepherds Inn & Auctioneer,
Carlisle, Cumbria

www. ntorthlakestatiooshow. com

APRIL 30 - MAY 1

TITANIC INK

at Mary's Foothall Ground,
aouthampton, Hampshire, England
Wwww.titanic-1nk.co. uk

MAY 1 -2

NEWPORT TATTOO CONVENTION
Neport City leisure centre

www. newporttattooconvention.co.uk

dinfo@newporttattooconvention.co. uk

ticket office 01633 656757

MAY 13 - 15

LIVERPOOL TATTOO CONVENTION
The Adelph Hotel, Liverpool, England
www. tattooconvention. co.uk

NMNAY 14 - 15

PLYMOUTH TATTOO CONVENTION
Plymouth GuildHall, Plymouth,

Devon, England
mfo@plymouthtattooconvention co.uk
01762 253418

MAY 21 - 22

ALCHEMY TATTOO EXPO

adlle Polyvalente, Conthey, Switzerland
www. alchemy-tatioo-expo.ch

MAY 21 - 22

1ZTH INTEENATIONAL
NEEDLE ART CONVENTION
EBress Sportcenter

Ereda - The Netherlands

MAY 22

SOMERSET TATTOO CONVENTION
Bridgwater sports & Social Club, Bath
Road, Bnidgwater, Somerset, TAD 4LP
WIWW.INVSDACe. COIy
somersettatiooconvention

MAY 28 - 29

BOURNEMOUTH INK 2011
EBournemouth International Centre,
Exeter REoad, Bourmemouth,
Dorset, England

www bhounrnemouthtattoo
CONvention.com
ester@bournemouthink. com

MAY 29 - 30

GILLINGHAM TATTOO CONVENTION
King Charles Hotel, Gillingham,

Eent, kngland

Tel: Paul Lashley on 07762 402809

or 01634 254647, Darren Stares on
02392 851661

www.skindeep.co.uk Issus 198

ver In High Wycombe,
Woody's Tattoo Studio
has found 1itself a new
home right 1in the middle
of the high street - and
it's a peach. [t comes
with all the normal paraphernalia
you' d expect from the Woody:
motorbikes inside, being graced with
your birth chart (whether you asked for
1t or not) and regular customers with
sprawling sleeves and backpieces.
You get the picture...

[t's a beautitul studio that's for
sure - it's a good thing [ got to see 1t
all in the daylight because some few
hours later, my attention would have
been somewhat diverted by Adam Ant
showing up to play a totally off the radar
gig for the torty or so people that had
gathered here to check out the joint.

['ll write 1t again just 50 as you know
1t's not a mistake.

Adam Ant. Yeah - that Adam Ant.

While it may not mean a whole lot to
those of yvou under 35, you will at least
have heard of the legend. For those of
you who breathe the same air as me,
YOU can Imagine this was a pretty bhig
deal. Not for any fanboy reason, but
simply because 1t was so unprecedented
and cool. Woody sure knows how to
throw a party - and shame on the local
press for thinking it was an elaborate
April Fools Day gag. Mind you, I think
there were a few moments there
when Woody himself wasn't quite
sure either...

Being ‘old’ has distinct advantages
somefimes and none more so than being
old enough to remember the Dirk Wears
White Sox album from which he (Adam
not Woody) pulled the majority of his
matenal this evening.

To be honest, we were all more
than happy to be along for the ride. I
think I would have been disappomnted
if he'd pulled Kings, stand, Charmmng
et al out of the bag. The reality of the
situation 1s that Ant 15 well aware of his
hentage, where he came from and s
current standing - by pulling the likes of
Cleopatra and Cartrouble out of the hat,

Release: Storshlags & Fantahlag

Adam Ant. Yeah - that Adam Ant. While
it may not mean a whole lot to those

of you under 39, you will at least have
heard of the legend. For those of you
who Dreathe the same air as me, you
can imagine this was a pretty big deal.

he also gave the crowd the respect that
they deserved. A mce touch which was
matched by respect 1 returnmn.

Upshot? This was punk rock n roll as
1t was always meant to be and hasn't
been performed cuite hke this smce...
well, since Adam was ]{iﬂkil‘lg about at
the Marcquee back in the day.

Fost show, a combimation of studio
regulars and some of us *I‘IEtWGIHiﬂq
types got together for a few drinks as
Woody, sharron, Jammes and Co dig
what they were supposed to he dﬂing.

It's not normal [or a tattoo studio to
double as an Impromptu gig venue for
one of the nations rock icons, not normal
for it to be successful either, but then
Woody's Tattoo Studio isn't your normeal
type of studio.

If anvhody 15 mterested in vi&wing
the SCINOS from the show, I took the
liberty of filming all of it for prosperity
and yvou can find it loaded up Lo me
personal yvoutube channel here: wwiw.

Woody's Tattoo Studio
28 High Street, High
Wiycombe, Bucks

: - HP11 2AG
youtube.com/user/zodiaclungvideo 01494 464072
sion Smith woodystattoostudio.com
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News & Heviews

All detaills correct at time of going to press.

JUNE 3 - 5

TRADITIONAL TATTOO & WORLD
CULTURE FESTIVAL
Marlogue Inn, Cobh, County Cork,
Hepublic of Ireland
www.orlginalskin. ie/festival

JUNE 11 - 12

TATTOOFEST 2011
Chemobudowa, Erakow, Poland
Wiww. tattoofest. pl
tattoofesti@gmail com

Tal + 48 12 433 38 90

JUNE 12

READING TATTOO SHOW
Fivermead Leisure Complex, Richfield
Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, Rz1 8E(
www. readingtattooshow. co. UK
readingtattooshow@hotmail. co UK

t: 118 958 0700

JUNE 18 - 19

INKE FOR HEROES
Catterick Lelsure centre, Gough Road,
Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire
www.inkforheroes.co. Uk
inkforheroes@hotmall. co.uk

L: 07796 936 355

JUNE 18 - 19

12TH ANNUAL

PORTSMOUTH CONVENTION
‘Portsmouth Guildhall

www. portsmouthtattooconvention. courl

JUNE 18 - 19

ME TATTOO CONVENTION

ME Dons Football Stadiuam, Milton
EKeynes, kngland
nfoiomytattooconvention.co. Uk
www.mkiatiooconvention.co.uk

JUNE 24 - 26
TATTOOLAPALOOZA

Hyatt Regency, Miarmi, Florida, USA
www. tattoolapalooza. com

JULY 16 - 17

STATE OF THE ART TATTOO

Body Art & Music Festival

The Assembly Rooms, Derby, England
www. tattoo-Z2001.com

AUGUST 5-7
TATTOO JAM
Doncaster Racecourse

Www. tattoojam. com

AUGUST 12 - 14

SEATTLE TATTOO EXPO
seattle Center Northwest Rooms,
beattle, WA 881056, USA

www. seattietattooexpo. coirn
info@seattletattooexno. com

AUGUST 12TH - 14TH, 2011
TRANSILVANIA TATTOO EXPO
Sibhiu. Romania

Www. lallooexpo.ro
adda@transilvaniatattoo. ro

Q40 746 162 633
ovidii@transilvanatatioo.ro
Q40 722 400 406

AUGUST 13 - 14

NORWICH BODY ART FESTIVAL
St Andrews Hall Norwich, Norfolk,
www. norwichbodyartfestival co uk

10/11TH SEPTEMEBER
COVENTRY INEK TATTOO
CONVENTION
AT/ Cenire, Bell green
Coventry

1604 949958

www.skindeep.co.uk [ssus 198

SMALLMAN
oY NDROME

One man's tragic obsession with
the sillier side of tattooing...

ello there lovers of all
things tattooed. This
week I bring you a tale of
my own stupldity rather
than that of others.

You see, ke most
stand-up comedians [ will be sashaving
my way up to Edinburgh m August
to perform at the fringe festival. With
me looking the way I do {odd and
tattooed) 1t seemed only right that
[ would write a show about being,
well, odd and tattooced. I decided to
call it "Tattooligan™ and then started
dreaming up a variety of datt
glimmicks 1or 1t.

The most obvious gimmick was to
have the show fitle tattooed on me
somewhere. I discussed this with
friends, who thought 1t was frivolous.

[ discussed 1t with tamily, who rolled
thelr eyes 1in the usual way (they re
now used to me making perfectly
ridiculous life cholces). And finally
[ discussed 1t with my agent,

who thought 1t sounded hke

a perfectly excellent way to

sell tickets.

The plan was this: [ would
get it tattooed on me,
film 1t, put the video on
YouTube and 1t would
generate a buzrz
around my show o
betore the testival
had even begun. ‘:
Fertect.

akip back to
last month: Remember
that I asked what the
most painful place to get
tattooed was? That small
point will become pamfully
(pun intended) relevant in
a couple of minutes.

Anyway, | popped 1n to
see my friends Martin and
ahay i Kasbah m Leicester.
We discussed the font, the
s1ze and where 1t would
go. 1 decided upon my
stomach, as it's one of very
few places that I don't have
mmked and I'm cunte proud of
having lost a bit of weight
this yvear. [ came back a
couple of davs later with
my friend David (who was
ﬁlming the experience), as excited as
usual about being tattooed.

Crucially, I was greeted by Shay who

".
s

Relense Sloredilans & Fanlai

- e
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2.

(and bear in mind
this is an artist who
has pretty much s
entire body tattooed)
warned me that this
was gommg to hurt.
Whilst laughing.
I thought to myself
“Ha, I had my
elbhovw done last
weelk., How bhad
can this he?”

The answer,
my friends, is
about as bad a 45
minutes that I've

[ am now the proud owner of a
stomach tattoo, expertly applied by
Martin. And as luck would have it, a 1ot
of footage of me being in utter agony.

experienced in my life. I would
have been concerned about
my so-called friends guffawing
at my plight if I could actually
\ concentrate on anything other
than the ridiculous pain
that I was going through.
wWhy did nobody warn

Y me about this? More

to the pomnt, why

did [ not pay any

attention when people

CLEARLY did warn me
about this?

Well, I am now the proud

owner of a stomach tattoo,
expertly applied by Martin,

And as luck would have it,

a lot of footage of me being

in utter agony that — whilst

making me cringe to watch

it back — will probably sell
the stupidity of me and my
show marvellously.

I'm having some more
work on my chest soon, and |
got the following in my inbox
from Alan Eobson in Gateshead
describing his most painful

_ tattoo: "Both sides of my

chest were about 50 out of

10 on the pain scale.” R ek ik
- I'll never learn, will I? Twitter
Don’t forget to send me ﬁg‘ﬁﬁmm'
YOur pictures and stories about the www.jimsmallman.com
. i Facehook
dafter side of tattooing. oo SO
See you next month... /jiimsmallmancomedian
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TATTOO CONVE NTION

SOME OF THE BEST ARTISTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD I HELP for
BODY MODIFICATIONS/ PIERCING BY DOCTOR EVIL H E RO E b
MICKY SHARPZ TATTOO0 SUPPLIES

TRADE STANDS - CLOTHING AND SHOE STALLS

W

GLOBAL TATTO0 SUPPLIES

BALLOON MAKING CLOWNS - 1 . 72 4, 5
FACE PAINTERS i
TATTO0 COMPETITIONS RicHmMOND
HIDS G[l H"EH WITH DESIGN A TATTOO GOMPETITION & PRIZES

AMAZING VENUE el !
GREAT MUSIC W Y AIB HE
NO LIVE BANDS UNTIL AFTER 6PN “Nfek '

. T%m-,-.?'m !
..I.--II. II._:_.:;Jl ._;-T"-1‘. _} ".--
o, R e - Bhtattooing ='aclicom

GHARITY AUGTION
07737 331383
KIDS MORE THAN WELGOME....

Lal Haray al www.newwavelalioo.co.uk & Martin Giars at www.biuebdirgialioo.co.ux
WIill be offering free tattoos to any Injured sololers. Anyone wishing to book an appoiniment should contact them alrect.

T NLMTT NTHFEN T, BN T

01724 856689

UNDER 165 FREE ADMISSION, NOBODY UNDER THE AGE OF I8 WITHOUT AN ADULT
£10.00 A DAY TICKET - £15.00 FOR THE WeeEKEND

SATURDAY IOAM TILL IOPM -SUNDAY IOAM TILL S8PM

CAHERICK LEISURE CENTRE

GOUGH ROAD, CATTERICK GARRISON, NORTH YORKSHIRE. DLS 2€LU

JUNE I8- 19" 20l

Wwuw.inkferheroes.co.uk - myspace.com/inkiorneross - facebook.co.uk/Inklorheroes
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in Melbourne for
six weeks and
the weather has
become rather

familiar, wet and
cold! So we are

heading up to Sydney
with a few stop offs
and even have time

(0 pay homage to an
Australian legend... :,4“

5 we leave a rainy
Melbourme behind
our frst stop 1s
Hanging Rock,
the location that
shares its name
with this article. A
slight detour from
Melbourne, Hanging Rock 1s situated
in a national park an hour north of the .
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Ccity, it's an eere place alnght and the . a picnic but we did stop in the café for of ust 28,000 and there are five tattoo
fact that 1t's hazy and ramning does cream tea! (That's close enough! Ed.) shops, s0 it's pretty clear the people
nothing but add to the strange feeling Escaping the humidity we drive here love thelr tattoos| These smaller
and atmosphere when scaling the rocks a further few fours to our next stop towns are always fun to visit as you

and navigating the holes. The story (and oshepparton, which amazingly 1s very get a much betier sense of the country
film) say that a group of school girls Warm and sunny - a world away from you re visiting. Apparently [ am the first
went missing here in the early 1900's, Melbourne. Shepparton 1s a small town | International guest artist to ever work in
and whatever the trath i1s, it's certamly between Melbourne and Sydney where - town and artists from the other studios
not a place [ want to hang around in I am doing a short guest spot at High pop by to say hello as well as the local
for too long, so there was no time for . St Tattoo. The town has a population * newspaper.

12 www.skindeep.co.uk Issue 198

Relzase Siarahlags & Famizag



ed bJ Kel Violet

WiTH A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF THE

CLIENTELE BEING FEMALE, TAKING THE
TATTOO SHOP FROM THE BACK STREETS
RIGHT ONTO THE HiGH STREET - ALTHOUGH
NOT REVOLUTIONARY - HAS CHANGED
PERCEPTIONS iN THIS TOWN FOR THE BETTER
AND LONG MAY THEIR SUCCESS CONTINUE.

that we left happy, they cooked us a
pbarbeque and took us to an Ozzle rules
footy match with plenty of grog before
we left. It's a shame | couldn't work
longer at High 5t Tattoo as everyone
was very friendly and made India and
[ iee] very welcome but we have a
schedule to keep 10 and need to
arrive 1n sydney for the Tattoo
expo next week|

Un the way through to Sydney we
make one last stop at the town of <2

=

k- TIRT .

High St Tattoo 1s a family mn business comiorts and it doesn't matterif it's a

that has been open for a little over a Chinese symbol or a backpiece, they
vear although Dean and Brian have been will make sure you're happy beiore
plercing In this spot for over twenty 1t goes on to your skKin. "We're not
vears. We armive at 10am and the shop 1s interested in ego or attitudes, this 15
already busy with customers browsing a customer led business and we trv to
the flash racks and preparing for their cater for that” owner Dean tells me.
appointments. After a few days I think “We're trying to move away from the
1t's safe to say that this 1s the busiest biker run imtimidating shops of old
shop I have worked 1n so far. They have and are catering for the mainstream.
three resident artists Tim, Mick and Indeed they seem to be hitting the -
Eye, as well as apprentice Barry to get mark, the sheer open-ness of the shop
through the heavy workload. means there 15 nothing to be hidden,
The studio 1s bright, clean, modern everyone can see how clean and sterile
and with smiley Narelle behind the an environment 1t truly 1s. With a
counter, very welcoming! The studio large percentage of the clientele being
has booths similar to other shops we  female, taking the tattoo shop from

have visited In Australia and each has the back streets nght onto the high

a window so the whole place teels very gtreet - although not revolutionary, -
open yvet there 1s privacy for customers has changed perceptions in this town
when required with pull down blinds. for the better and long may their

It's a great environment for artists success continue.

and customers with plenty of home . Dean and Narelle were so determined

<
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W | ASiLOOKED THOUGH THE VARIOUS
BACK iSSUES iN THE STUDIOS BETWEEN

APPOINTMENTS, i KEPT SEEING PORTRAITS
OF A BEARDED MAN OR THE QUOTE

“SUCH iS LIFE” AND A COWBOY WEARING
A METAL HELMET AND CHEST PLATE.

. Glenrowan, which 1s of historical E
significance as 1t was where :
peoples hero and rebel Ned Kelly k
made his last stand. He 1s now i
more famous in death than n his i
own lifetime. [ didn't actually know &
who Ned Kelly was until I arrived 4
in Australia and opened a tattoo "
magazine. As I looked though the
various back 1ssues 1n the studios
Detween appolintments, [ kept seeing
portraits of a bearded man or the
quote “Such Is Lite” and a cowboy
wearing a metal helmet and chest
plate. This man of course was Ned

Kelly - an outlaw of the late 1800's

who rebelled against the corrapt

police In the state of Victora and was

Infamous for wearing his homemade

bulletproof armour to avold injury. The

most tattooed Images 1n Australia are
probably the Southern Cross {(ves, 1 have

- § o

;‘Uﬂd bJ Maru Lening
Ry

- done my share} and Ned Eelly Guevara. I guess what people really like
related designs. about him 1s he stood for the people and
As we drive through Glenmwaﬂ it's anti-estabhshment imagery has always
a bit of a let down to find that none of been a popular choice for a tattoo. It 15
the historical bulldings are still standjnﬁ a symbol which shows thelr imner rebel

Slereldags.co - Fresyagazines Downicad v Tiws PRI formef

. today. The small town looks like the - permanently on their skin regardless
- set of a western and is littered with - of suit, uniform or corporate company -
- statues of their favourite bushranger. - whether it's a portrait, quote or armour

Australians are pretty patriotic people weanng gunslinger, a Ned Kelly tattoo
- and have turned the Ned Kelly legend  ° is exactly that, a symbol of rebellion for
' into their own Robin Hood or Che - the Australian nation. ﬁ

14 www.skindeep.co.uk Issue 198
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? Ray and The Boneshakers
iIck Davey - Diamond Geezers
I _T; e - Jﬂkﬂ'r - The J ack

¢ Diamonds - Rudi's Message
srothers Collective -Rusty angels

ay bar and food/Hog roast
stom bike show/competition

Live burlesque acts
‘amily entertainment for all

—— \ lﬁﬁ} More info @
LU RAAYL Lt (01752) 253418
A-\N | | ~ www.plymouthtattooconvention.co. =
18 it nfo@plymouhiatiooconventionia

under 18!

e

Mark Poole
Haoodoo Ine Custom
Tattoo Studio.
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1 West Parade, Mount Pleasant, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire ST 4 41

hoodooincigcthotmatl.com ~emmalbrennanégvahoo.co.uk
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L' YEHES T BEEMT
MAGES ROCE N
ROLL TATTOO

rock n Roll Tattoo have been

king quite a name for |
:I;iaemszlves over the last few years. |

Their story is one of 3 fistful of talent -.
(15 and raw determination. Brace yourselt

for the 21 Gun Salute...
\ It's quite a long

rock NroL. BN | B iy

TATTOO | /  Yeah, sure.
11 Watson St This is h
Glasgow, G1 BAF e I“. o
United Kingdom Sebastian 'Seb’
(141 552104 Flasza, begins,

but 1t's more
like being strapped to a torpedo than an
interview. I'll let him run free in the field
before I put the lead on:

“Iused to play in a band in Peland
called Frontside, 1t was quite a famous
band. In 2003, we even won the
equivalent of a Grammy in Poland, 1n
the Best Heavy Metal Album category.

ostoreMags.com - Free Magazines Download in True PDF format

At the time, I had some big dreams for
the band, yvou know, to earn enough
cash to live from the music but I soon
found that it was 1mpossible. In the end,

a” www.skindeep.co.uk lssue 195 '
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I decided to split up with the guys and
take my chances in Scotland. When

R I came over, I found myself working
| In Edinburgh, in the scrap vards and

the factornes. [ did this for a very long |
time, about two or three years. During g

& this time, | was checking out the
8 tattoo studios that were around and
8 to be honest, I wasn't too impressed

d with what I saw: everything, from
¥ the approach to the customer to the

artwork, the same designs on the
walls all the time. And the prices

too - everything seemed a little
overcharged. I'll give you an example;

' once [ was walking down a street in

Edinburgh, a very busy street. ] saw a
tattoo studio and they had their open
doors so vou could see the customers
getting tattoced and all the dust and
shit from the street was blowing

! Inside. I was thinking, this 1s mad,

why can't I do 1t - and do 1t better!”

I admire seb's style. His ability
to see something that could be
taken reworked and made better for
everyone. It'sfl ashes of Inspiration
like this that dnve us forward but
what does an ex-musician and factory
worker really know about setting up a
tattoo studio, let alone running one?
"Having been a musician for about<

; | Release: StoreMags & Fantalvlag

tattoo game fnf
years and is already making

a big name for himself. | followed
Adrian’s work fo

r gver a year ona polish
ticing what a huge
home made talent

tattoo picture he posted,

he one before, SO | decided

to invite him 10 Ouf brar}d new Abe;flfhen
hranch as a resident artist. So far, all i€
knowledge that young gentlemang\rl;ﬂwa
Jbout tattooing, has been collecte w,rh
himself from the nternet and from o1 Er“
good polish tattooists - angl _nninh,;r by f.erna ,
now he has spent a few visits, and E”:, n
hundred pounds, on the tatioo conven g:sl
circuit being tattooed DY KOSA and DEA

' ledge
| him another level of know
0 lebrity in OUT Aberdeen

loved by all the girls age 18-
tyle

progression of qu
was there. Every

L
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We knew what Wé were d@iﬁg}..how to run a pr{;g_p_étf;_.- S
tattoo studio. We weretalking to customers ftjréﬁtiut.

where the owneis

were tattoo lovers
and not just money
maleers. S0 in january
2010, he moved 10
scotland and join the
family permanentlv.

he had won secol +
08 Cottbus Tattoo Convention

hefore the conventions are

d very well organised

the smallest sCTew from

w schoot :
Greq. He is Crazy about fishing as @

a qood place for Mr. Greg'

two or three hours about their designs, we were

preparing everything

www.skindeep.co.uk [ssue 198

for free because it was all such
fun you know: - = ° S s R

twenty years, 1 knew nearly everything
I needed to about tattoos because
had sponsorships and endorsements
from tattoo shops in Poland. I still

® had some good contacts with tattoo

¢ studios, so I sent a message to a friend
In Poland and I said to him, “What do
you think about opening a tattoo studio
In Edinburgh? Tomasz has been my
friend for a long time so we knew each
other very well. At the fime, he was
responsible for the plercing section
at Dragon Tattoo Studio in Katowice.
Tomasz 15 a guy with full head of 1deas
buat he just can't sit in one place for too
long, so after two years at Hock'n'Roll
Tattoo he decided to open his own
stucio in Krakow - his studie 1s called
Rock'n'Ink Tattoo. We are still close and
co-operate all the time. In fact, one his
resiclent artists, Mariusz Romanowice,
will be doing a guest spot at our studios
from the 15th of Aprl.”

Release: StorelMags & Fantalag

ng will always be

ot 3 mystery 10 AT :
scotland seems 10 be e

being shown, all 5eb needed was the

f money to set about putting his plan mnto ’ -'_.__ -

action. In true Seb fashion, this major
obstacle becomes just another hurdle
to be overcome. "l had no cash at all,
so I was working in the factory, on
nightshift, four nights a week and also §
12 hours shitts saturdays and sundavs, &8
double time, just to save some mMoney -
to open and run the studio.”

And the hard work paid off. It wasn't

long before Seb was out of the factory
yvards and into a newly opened studio
in Edmmburgh. “When we opened

the first tattoo studio 1n Edmburgh,

we had a big Polish community and
they were our main customers in the
becnnning. Then what happened was
because we are Polish, our language
and accent was very easy to recognise
by the Scottish people, so we started
getting more customers. Because of the
ncreasing number of customers, we
decided to invite a Tew guest artists
from the good and well known Polish
tattoo studios, basically our friends. In
those early davys, we had Pawel from
ard BEye Tattoo, Carlos from Blackstar
Tattoo, Domimk from Tattoo Lucky, the
guy called Tattooman and Adam Gorek
who was on the road at this timme. Not

50 with the idea 1n place and Interest s |
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many people know this but we also had
Eazik Rychlikowskl, better known as
KEOSA, guest spot with us. He started
his international career at Rockn'Roll
Tattoo. S0 quickly, they saw that we

)| were good artists and that our level

of hyglene was very high. We knew
what we were doing, how to run a
proper tattoo studio. We were talking to

' customers for about two or three hours

about their designs, we Were preparing
everything for free because 1t was all
such fun you know. And people were

| really surprised. And we try to keep

that feeling still now. [ was speaking
t0 a woman, about two days ago 1in the
Glasgow studic, who said that she had
never had that kind of service that we
provide, at a studic before.”

Not content with one successiul
studio, seb turned his drive and

¥ passion onto another one, this time

in lasgow...and then another one

in Aberdeen. "l received a phone

call about a tattoo studio in Glasgow
that was for sale. After ftew days of
intensive thinking, I decided to check
the place out. The studio was fully
equipped and 1t was 1n a good location
so | decided to take the challenge

and open our second branch. Then
another 1dea came into my head. A
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tattoo studio in Aberdeen. We have
a lot of customers travelling from

8 Aberdeenshire so it seemed a good

1idea. While [ was making up my mund,

8 [ spoke to my cousin Aga and her
' hsband stephen about 1t. They had
8 Just come back from Austraha, where

they had hved near Bondl Beach, and
they told me that lots of people were
very mmprassed with their tattoos. One
of their dreams had alwavs been to run
thelir own tattoo studio, so I asked them
if they would like to help run the new
studio. And that 1s how another branch
came to hife.”

“"But I have had some funny things
happen setting up the studios,” seb
continues, "Once, I was having a
chat with some one from Edimburgh
Health & Safety and she never knew
that EGI‘I‘IEI.hiI‘lg like EiﬂglE.'-l_lEE tubes
existed. she was twing to tell me a
couple of things about opening a tattoo
studio that was absolute rubbish.

Four years ago, they never knew that
you had single tubes and all that they
expected from me, was just to have an
autoclave.”

And when 1t came to ﬂpening
the other studios, there were even
more surprses i store for seb: "The

| rules for opening a tattoo studio, for <

. | Release: StoreMags & FantalMlag

Mr. Rzymski, the quietest tattooist in
our squad. It took me about six months

to have a couple words with Jarek. before
he realised the full potential of his artistic
and sometimes very sarcastic humour.
Not only is he based permanently at
Edinburgh studio, he is also co-owner

of Lucyfire Tattoo in Szczecin, Poland.

In the past he has had some very bad
experlences working in a ‘studio’ in
Larnaka, Cyprus, where he had hundreds
of drunk and drugged up people asking
him for all sorts of weird tattoos, normally
at about three in the morning! Feeling
very disillusioned and upset, he decided
to leave that hot Mediterranean island
and come back to Poland. It was a few
months after that, that he had an offer
from another Scottish tattoo studio but
because his friend Herr Kempke was

already our crew member he choose
Rock'n'Roll as his final destination.

Because they are still running their studio
In Poland, Mr. Rzymski and Herr Kempke
are currently working on a monthly basis
but from July or August, Jarek will stay

with us peranently. His favourite style is
black & grey.”

= F

Once, I was having a

-chat with some one from
Edinburgh Health & Safety
and she neverknew that
something like single-use
tubes existed. sShe was trying
to tell me a couple of things

about opening a tattoo studio
that was absolute rubbish.
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running that kind of business, should
. 7 e i | -

be the same In each city. But 1t's not! thﬂt he is a son n'l'

In Aberdeen, you have to pay for a . . - hE

licence for each artist, which is about a vlkil'lg kl'“g

£.300 for 3 vears. In Edinburgh, that 1s . Iﬂ'ﬂks lil‘lﬂ one ﬂ"

| £52 for three years. In Glasgow, it is is master

8 £112 for one year. I had a big rumble tl‘lEm-_' L d 3aan
with the Glasgow councll because In ﬂf £E1U'E and p gatl,
black & grey tatio0s

Aberdeen, you can apply for the licence
¢ and if everything 1s OK in the studio, an d has over SIX
oing

some people say

™ vou can run the business no problem.
In Glasgow, [ have been told, that we
can't tattoo people for money until
we have the licence. We can do 1t for
free but we can't charge without the
licence. What 15 the fucking point?”
o0 with three studios successiully _
up and running, does Seb have any .
plans to open up any more stucdios,
say in England. Mavbe even London? -
“No, definitely not. Three tattoo studios & .
in the last four years is enough for S Tattoo in Szczedh
me. [ was thinking about making a o {Pﬂ'l Bﬂdl}* With almost

move to Nice in France and opening ‘ ,. thE came story of

| e 5 B, o, iﬂiﬂing our (rew :EIS

With the Polish tattoo artists, — VSt AL
these people, they want to learmn: BRIGLEIGE 5‘;:“3“1‘5“
all the time. They don't think to mei‘;‘f‘;gﬁf‘; o
themselves, 'We are the best now ?;Em Though he is

so we don't have to do nothing!  EECICAAGUEEY

a tattoo studic there. [ was fryving to
find premises but they were expecting
something like forty thousand euros
to take over a ruined shop. So first you
pay that, then the agency fees, then

pushing 1t but having being mvolved
s0 heavily with the tattoo mdustry
Poland and then runming three studios
in scotland, I'm imterested to find out

i from Seb if there is much difference
In how things operate bhetween the
two countries. " Tattooing in Poland,
It 1s bhigger now. 1 would say that the
biggest difference 158 1n the prices.
Here In scotland, yvou can spend £250

the rent, then the returbishment and
decoration. It was all a bit too much -
even for me!”

50 maybe another studioin a
different country completely might be

www.skindeep.co.uk [ssue 198
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Edinburgh, from July he will 888 i

I
*l

be forced to return to Poland S5 :

and Lucyfire Tattoo Studio  FEis
because of massive amount £
of customers waiting for his
work. It will be very sad to
say goodbye to Arek for a
while but we'll definitely
work together in the future
and host him as a quest artist
in all our studios.

straight away for a tattoo because
you have another £750 or £1000 to
hwve bhut m Poland a good tattoo will
Ccost you, say, Two thousand zloty
(approx £430) so you have to save for
a good tattoo, someftimes a month,
sometimes six months. But still the
Polish tattoo studios are growing and
growimg. Also with the Polish tattoo
artists, these people, they want to <9
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Peter is our resident * .
artist in the Glasgow 5!ud!n. He is
our first non polish artist in the

rock’n’Roll family history! Peter is from

Hungary and Rock'n

Roll Tattoo Glasgow Is

the first professional studio hg ha:e worked
i1 ever! We found Peter working in @
tyre shop in Aberdeen doing airbrushing
and repairing cars. He had been a NATO
soldier for five years, where he was also
an amateur tattooist, when he decldgd to
move to Scotland. A studio had promised
him a permanent job but unfortunately

nothing like that ended up happening.
Reality is sad sometimes. But as 5001 as |

learn all the time. They don't think

to themselves, "We are the best now
so we don't have to do nothing!' All
the time they are checking out new
artwork and speaking to other artists.
About techniques, about different inks,
swapping experiences. And that's how

; they keep going forward. All the time

Improving themselves. The simple rule
15, even If you are doing something
small like lettering, or love hearts, it

" must be done tip top. One hundred
y and sixty-six percent good. And that's

the reason why we are so popular in

scotland. Each tattoo for us 1s very, very -

Important. You can spend millions on
adwvertising but if that tattoo you do 15
crap, you'll be ruined soon enough.”
Once again Seb proves why he 1s,
as he has proudly teld me before, "the
brain of the operation called Rock'n'Roll
Tattoo.” There 1s no denying, when
seb sets his mind on scmething, very
little 1s going to get 1n his way to
achieve that goal. "I am really busy
ranning the studios. S0 busy, [ don't
even have fime to get my own tattoos
now. All mine, they are firom ten or
fifteen years ago when [ was in the
band. You know I have three Facebook
pages, three myspace pages and a
couple of Polish websites to run. To
run a good tattoo stucho, you have to
learn how to run Facebook, how to do
advertising, how the booths look at
the tattoo convention, the promoting
and advertising, the guest artists - all

this stuff I am doing myself. And my
English is the best of the guys so I
spend a lot of ime chatting with the
customers. A big help, 1s our manager
Voytek from the Edinburgh shop. He
15 a body piercer and has been with
1us about four years now. In Glasgow
I have a big help from our manager
Adam and finally when it comes to
Aberdeen, Aga and Stephen are on
top of everything. So even though I

y am wailting for a moment to get more

tattoos, It 1s not happening just yvet.”
The Rock'n Roll family are hitting
the convention circuit hard this yvear
too - which 1s another area that
seems to be a thom 1 5eb's side: "In
ocotland, each booth 1s supposed to

* have a wash basin and an autoclave:;

everything 15 supposed to look like a
normal tattoo studio, which of course

15 iImpossible. Then in England people
can do conventions without all this,
why all these different rules? Tattooing.
it is a massive industry right now, so

I think that all the councils should do
everything they can to help the tattoo
conventions. | mean, it's prestigious

to have a tattoo convention 1n a city.
Unfortunately [ think that some counclls
are just too closed.”

Politics aside, there must be
something that draws seb to the
conventions. "VWhen I left the band,
everything seemed a lot quieter. 1 had
been used to domg DHig shows with
Iron Maiden, Ereator, sepultura and

saw his portfolio, | knew that | wanted hir:j'l It has been_an Amazing rCRE AR
in our squad. He 1S a raw but very talente - _

diamond which needs to be polished and % :}fﬁ a Dig thank-you to all our customers,
needs a little bit more attention but when B8

scially the Scottish custemers. They:

= - g 2
I.-..I--rl-l"lnll-.- o

you look at his portfolio, it speaks for “5gave us a chance when we were new on.

RISl (1 scene and they always believed inus.
realism 2 + s RS e - s

other big name bands. It was like I
had nothing to do. S0 now, dong the
conventions for me 1s like doing a good
glg. The competitions, it gives me
shivers talking about 1t. It's good, 1t's
like being on the stage again. I have
no time for the music anymore and
my wife, she was never happy about
the sex, drmgs and rock and roll, but
sometumeas whern we are domng the big
cormpetitions and are winmng at the
convention, that 1s a big party for us. Ly
We had tours with Behomoth and Vader B85
and we were doing ten or fifteen gigs, S5
day after day and it was a massive et |
& party. I had to decide to stop for my ~ g -
¥ family and for my health. Yeah, [ had a
Iiver ] didn't want to transplant.”
(zo0d thinking, though I am sure
there will be plenty more celebrations
i to be had in the future for Seb and the
Rock'n'Roll family. S
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nce the Toulouse Tattoo
Convention began four
years ago, each year

has seen more and more
visitors attend. This year,
over 3,000 people were
drawn to the Diagora
Centre where the convention took

P — "

place over the weekend of 15th and Most of the tattoo artists came from the Miracles) studio, alsc in Toulouse
16th January. Taking place 1n what is " the four corners of France, with the “The practice of tattooing has taken
hest described as an enormous room remainder traveling irom elsewhere some time to be accepted,” says Pierre.
in Labege, a district of Toulouse, more | I Europe. Marc from Toulouse's “When [ began tattooing in Montpelier,
than 70 tattoo artists gathered at the Tattoo Ray studio was behind the in the mid 90s, 1t was difficult to get
convention — where they were able to event organization, together with the the night materials because there were
exchange 1deas with thelr peers and assistance of Pierre Laguens from La very ftew suppliers.”

with their customers. - Cour des Miracles {the Courtyard of When vou look at the variety of

people going to a tattoo convention,
It's easy to see that tattoos appeal

. _ to all walks of life; young and not so
WIGER O  WEE U U CTRA T : young, men and women, eccentrics
or otherwise. In the days before the
tattoong ‘craze’ began, tattoo artists
tended only to showcase thelr know-
how among those who were well
versed m the art form. Now, tattooing
has reached the rank of artistic
discipline and according to a recent
poll from 'Ifop’ mstitute, one m ten
Frenchmen already has a tattoo.

The artistic nature of tattooing 1s
something that is being increasingly
recognised and many tattooers also
express themselves 1in other forms
through other media such as sculpture,
painting, illustration or photography.
such 15 the case with Patrick

. remmmmmns
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EEC BEY MIEE & ART TATTQO STUDRID

JONATHAN BY DECCURPORED

EEC BY MIEE ART TATTOO ETUDIG

PAPAY BY GEREMIE ALADIN TATTCQCO

VINCENT EY VINCE TATTOO

Chaudesaigues, who after many years  beautiful tattoos of the convention in

of tattooing, painting and also trophy the tollowling categories:

making, decided to communicate his saturday: small tattoos, original

love of tattooing and tattoo artists tattoos and best of dav. sunday: Big

through a book entitled tatouage 21, tattoos, portralts/realism, best of day

in which he has gathered together - and best of show.

a number important artists. The The winners 1in each category

ohjective of this book 1s to arouse - received paintings by Patrick

the curlosity of the public whilst also Chaudesaigues. Each of these

promoting an art which was practiced numbered, imited edition works of

for several years in obscurity.  art is marked with an official stamp
Back to the convention itself though, and dehvered with a certificate

where 19 prizes rewarded the most - of authenticity. A tattoo machine &

*TEPH BY JACOUES RAYTATTON)
FIERFEIC EY ROMAIN HENRICKE TATTOO
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TOULOUSE

handcratted by Lucien of Parls was also
awarded for the winning artists in the

best of day and best of show categories.

Grenouille and AleX were In
charge of organising the tattoo
competition and over 180 entries
were recelved. Each entrant had their
own motivations to show thelr tattoo
but of course they also wanted to
help thelr tattoo artist to gain more
recognition. Whether a true follower
or there simply out of curlosity, the
tattoo convention provided a real
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PAPAY BY CEREMIE ALADIN TATTOO
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CLEMENT BY PIERO LA COUR DES MIBACLESYY

ARNALD BY GUY DOM TATTOO
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opportunity to admire the work ot
- the protessionals and to meet the
- most tattooed woman in the world:

- some of his piercings - at the age ot
- 79, John Lynch, senior manager to

- Barclays Bank during 30 years and

- now retired, has 250 piercings on

~ his body, among which 150 on his

- face and the head.

Isobel Varley, 73 years old, as well
as the most heavily pilerced man
In the world: ‘Prince Albert’ so
nicknamed because of the place of

‘-.

f

- ‘
i

g
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,AND THE

WINNERS ARE...

oMALL TATTOOS

1st Christian tettooed o [2ncre do Reple
2nd Danied tattooed by Opirit of
Tsttooing (Valencis, Espagne)

3rd Steven Chavdesdigees, Graphicaderme

STRANGEST TATTOO
1st [iraf tattooed bJ Fresh Lok
2nd Tiral, Fresh Ink

3rd Spikee 2 Hel

BEST OF DAY SATURDAY

1st [iral Fresh Lnk

2nd Biix Versailles)
3rd Piexo, L& Cour des Miracles

BIG TATTOOS

ist Rl tertooed b(j ddakord [artoo
2nd Jolien, Clockwork MNeedle

3rd Piexo, L& Cour des Miracles

PORTRAITS/REALISTIC

1st Stephane Chevdessigues, s Bete Homaine (Raris)
2nd Piexo, L8 Couvr des Miracies (Tovlosse)

3rd Sissou, Insolit Tattoo (Mimes).

BEST OF DAY SUNDAY
1st Tettoo Chris ( ‘Bﬁsitiutj

2nd [wix., Eskime Tattoo

3rd Jolien, Dark Light Tettoo On the rosd)

BEST OF SHOW

Meosky.

9,
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if you, yes you could sg
talking to anyone, yes af one, in the tatt

who would you choose? 'll g

proposition, but if the name Mari::u Barttil_lﬁ
mind right about now - Stop- You're making

Mirage Resort & Casino roOWIng up in
>4l 0. Las Vegas blvd Austria, Barth
ll'* RSP PRI ST began setting his
tattoo roots at a
time when tattooing
was 1llegal 1n his |
home country and
turt wars between
tattoo artists were rampant. The scene
was dangerous and 1t wasn't always
about getting the best looking artwork
possible rather, it was about being
rebellious.

Over the past few decades, Barth
has come a long way from doing his
first tattoo with homemade tools at the
age of 12 (which his friend refuses to
have covered up to this day, but can
vou really blame him?7) to winning over

28 www.skindeep.co.uk Issus 1588

end one hour

200 international awards, Opening

- up numerous successful shops,
organizing The Biggest Tattoo Show
on Earth (which was Guinness World

Record certified in 2009 as the largest

- tattoo convention In history) and even
creating Intenze Products. Yes, the man
" is brilliant.

Following a couple of fruitless
attempts at syncing our schedules, I
was finally able to spend my one hour
talking with Marioc Barth as he
called me from Las Vegas. py '
HAVING STARTED OUT AT /
A TIME WHEN TATTOOING |
WAS OUTRIGHT ILLEGAL :
IN AUSTRIA, WHAT DREW

YOU TO THE ART FORM IN




nrrnat‘. /

-

- nﬁ in True

Sloreldage.cam = e [UagsrdiEs

e ol el ol i S - Sl ol . .

THE FIRST PLACE?
“Whart basically happened 15 we had a
little group of friends, which we called
each other like a little street gang.
Nothing like what yvou would see here
1n the States; 1t was Just hanging out
on the corner and being cool, and
doing stupid stuff. One night, one of
my friends said, ‘Hey, we should get a
tattoo’ and then it was just like nobody
wanted to do 1t.

“I had 1t explained one time by my
father, he had a tattoo on his forearm,
which he got in the military, and he
was explaining to me how they did
that with a little pen, like a ballpoint
pen, and put needles in front of 1t and
sewing thread and they used India
nk, so [ was like, '"Hevy, I know how

BACK IN THE DAY, THERE WAS
S0 MANY LITTLE THINGS LIKE.,
IF YOU DON’T GET TATTOOED,
YOU’RE NOT ALLOWED IN THE
SHOP. IF YOU CAME IN WITH

YOUR GIRLFRIEND, SHE HAS TO

WAIT OUTSIDE BECAUSE YOU GET
TATTOOED AND SHE DOESN™T.

to do 1t, so let me do 1t." I did it right

on top of his hand, between the thumb
and the other finger, and 1t was a little
skull which I put on there. That's how it
actually started.”

DO YOU REMEMEER HOW YOU
FELT WHEN YOU WERE ABOUT
TO ATTEMPT THAT FIRST SKULL?
ANY NERVES?
“MNot really, 1t was such an exciting
thing to actually do. It was just a natural
thing to actually start working on 1t;

yvou didn't think what you really did.

I mean, the tattoos at that time didn't
have such a significance, 1t was just
another mark. You weren't thinking like
oh, vou're gonna create this art piece, 9

It'5

1nto

KING INK
| 411 witra lounge and

At midnight 1t tarns

a nmgghtelub, and at

hiree B’y an after lours
club, We' '
1,000 or 1,600 people &

nicght there [and] thoge

e're domng ke

Izze 198 www.skindeep.co.uk




WE HAD NO TATTO0 MAGAZINES,
WE HAD NO INFORMATION, WE
HAD NO WHOLESALERS, NO
RETAILERS, COULDN’T GET
ANY SUPPLIES, SO WE HAD TO
MANUFACTURE EVERYTHING
THAT WE WORKED WITH.

you were just like, ‘Let me do 1t!" It
wouldn't have mattered if there would
have been three dots and everything
aelse would have fallen out of the skin,
nobody would have cared, so 1t was a
different attitude. And the guy still has
the tattoco, by the way, so 1t's not like he
covered 1t up. 1 tried to cover it up, but
he doesn't let me.”

o0 THE WHOLE ATTITUDE TOWARDS
TATTOOING WAS VERY DIFFERENT
BACK THEN?

“It was a real rebellion thing, yvou know?
It was like we wanted to be tattooed so
people wouldn't talk to us. Not hke nght
nowy, you ' re tattooed then everybody
approaches you and talks to you about
how great your tattoos are. We wanted to
be tattooed so people crossed the street.
This 15 why we were basically outcasts,
you knowr, we made ourselves this and 1t

30 www.skindeep.co.uk Issus 1588

was good that way, 1t was our way of life.
It was illegal to get them 1In my

country, there was no legal tattoo

stucio, so 1t means anybody who

had tattoos was automatically belng

stamped as an outlaw.”

Having completed his first tattoo, Barth
continued to oifer the occasional ink
when asked, but a tew years later,
another rebellious scene drew im even
farther ito the tattoo world.

“When I was about 17, I got really
caught up in the motorcycle scene
and then it really tflared up. It was like
gverybody had tattoos and I got really
interested in it, and I became very good

y L g
o d
oy il =

Relsnse Storelings & Fantahiag

mnends with my tattoo artist at that
time, his name 1s Conny, and he actually
tattooed me first. He gave me a half

a sleeve as a first tattoo, and all from
there 15 history.”

Tattooing out of his house with
homemade equipment, Barth's only
exposure to tattooing was anything he
could ghimpse 1n the underground. *We
had no tattoo magazines, we had no
Information, we had no wholesalers, no
retallers, couldn't get any supplies, so
we had to manufacture everything that
we worked with. It was really, really
primitive.” And the situations artists
were faced with on a regular basis
weren't any better.
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SEEING AS TATTOOING WAS
ILLEGAL, DID YOU EVER
ENCOUNTER ANY REAL DANGER?
“ At that time, there was a huge turt war
between tattoo artists. It was a totally
underground scene ... If somebody
found out that you tattoo, vou had to be
ready that this guy 1s gonna show up
In your apartment or show up 1n your
place, or walk 1n on vou when you tattoo
somebody somewhere, and you get mnto
afl stfight. There was a lot of that stuft.
It was just a real diffierent situation.
“There were like four tattoo artists in
the whole country and thev knew of each
other, and even those four were eyeing
each other up. It was almost like you
were always ready to fight anywhere
yvou go. If yvou were a tattoo artist, you're
digging into that other person’'s territory
automatically. You had to stand your
ground to actually do it and keep going,
and try to get more clients because your
chents were also 1n that field, so it was
like they went always with the stronger
guy. Nobody wanted to get tattooed by a
weak tattoo artist.”

Around 1987, Barth took his first trip over
to the United States. A tnp that would
literally change the entire course of his
huture tattoo hfe. At that time, there
wasn 't the slightest indication of the five
extremely successiul American shops

he would go on to own, In fact, he had

no idea legal tattoo stuchios even existed
until he set foot on American soil, m the
city he describes as the obvious choice.

F i

"When I travelled to the States, |

- went to Orlando. Like any European,

we come over, we go to New York first
and then we go to Orlando. I cpened

up the phonebook and I was like, what
15 thas? Is there tattoo places here? 5o [
check it out 1n the phonebook and [ find
American Tattoo, which 15 satlor Bill
Johnson, so [that's] basically the first
tattoo shop [ really know.” The first, and
the most influential on his career:

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN YOU
VISITED SAILOR BILL JOHNSON?

“I walked 1 there and I was hike okay,
['m gonna go I and I'm gonna ask

him some gquestions, but 1 was ready

to get into a tull-blown war i there,
thinking if I go in and say Hey, I'm

a tattoo artist from Austria, how you
guys doing?’ and then those guys go
up and pull a shotgun out and we're
gonna be fighting in there. This 15 what
I expected because 1n Burope there was
a couple shops In Germany and they

~ had huge signs in the front window that
- gaid, 'If you're a tattoo artist, fuck off.’
If you're a tattoo artist and you walk in,

- you will be bleeding.

“no Iwalk m and there's this Ing guy,

 Sailor Bill Johnson ... I had a translator
~with me at that time, which was my
~dad, and he said like, ‘Listen, my son
is a tattoo artist in Austria’ and I was
like okay, there we go, it's all gonna go
downhill from here. And he's like, "Oh,
that's great, how you doing? How long
~ have you been tattooing?' and I was

Relense Sterehine & Eanlal]

TEN YEARS AGO, THE GENERAL PUBLIC STILL DIDN'T SUPPORT 7
TATTOOING AS MUCH AS IT DOES NOW. EVERY TATTOO SHOW _

WAS HELD IN A HOTEL IN A BALLROOM, IT WAS STILL THAT B
CLICHE, SO WE RENTED THE MEADOWLANDS EXPO CENTER. | Ara
PEOPLE WERE THINKING WE WERE CRAZY...

like what the fuck is this? I was totally & Ehk
thrown back and then [ was hanging “It's
there for about four hours. = | - 'L“I_ e -~

‘L really was totally amazed by m. t's about the 230 million
He was so friendly, he was so out there, wrhich don't. And it's not
SO open with answerng questions and that they should get one,
I was like, that's different, so he left a . D -
lasting impression. I walked out of the I II R—
shop and I said I'm going back to my g iee B AR
country and opening up a legal tattoo
stuclio. And I basically did.”

not about the 70U

Lthey should all learn?
“uVe e reqular human
D1
WHAT WAS THAT FIRST I I. S .|~i._ .r.-l|'
STUDIO LIKE? s

“It took me a year and half to turn over e Dt oy o 2

the ordinances and laws and [ opened .;. '. ILII H Il,ilh

the first legal tattoo studio mn 1989 1n n business. "
Austria. It was a very, very small studio,

was maybe 350 square feet, but it had & _

1N the year

Izze 198 www.skindeep.co.uk 3 |
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a very friendly approach. It was really
Americanized, 1t had all American flags
In 1t and steer skulls, and what we
thought 1s really cool.

"Back 1n the day, there was so0
many little things like, if you don't get

tattooed, you're not allowed In the shop.

If you came In with your girliriend,
she had to wailt outside because you
get tattooed and she doesn't. It's like
barbaric laws. Like, this 15 my cave,
don't come 1n.”

As business grew thanks to the
shop's welcoming atmosphere, Barth
Dbegan immersing himself more and
more in the history and culture of
tattooing. I just got obsessed with
travelling and meeting tattoo artists
all over the world, and I was really
starting to get into the educational

part. That was really always my driving

force because I was like, how come

everybody tries to keep this so secluded

from everybody else? [ started to form

organizations in Austria, rally the tattoo

SAILOR BILL JOHNSON TOLD ME A LONG
TIME AGO. GET THE PEOPLE IN; BE

artists together, even the ones which
were at first fighting me, like ‘Listen,
we're together In this, there's enough
people for us to tattoo. ™

Working with some of the most
respected artists in the world, including
the sacred Suluape Tatau family in
samoa and Japan's Hortoshi 1 (who has
put a full tebon back piece on Barth),
Marioc Barth was triggered to continue
his search tor the driving forces behind
tattooing by the paradox that engulfs
the art torm. "It was always immportant
enough to be banned throughout
mistory, but 1t was never important
enough to be put 1n history books.

It's interesting. For me, 1t's like, how

32 www.skindeep.co.uk Issus 1588

FRIENDLY: MAKE THEM COME BACK...

come if everybody savs tattooing 15 not
worthy to be even named in an art book,
then why was It so iImportant that it
was banned durnng our lifetime?”

YOU NOW OWN FIVE AMAZING
sHOPS IN AMERICA, TELL ME ABOUT
YOUR MOVE OVER...

“When I opened up the shop in South

- Beach with my partner, Lou Rubino,

- we wanted to bulld the most exclusive

tattoo studio to set a new level {and
they certainly did with the first O5HA-
approved studio in the country). Then I
moved to New Jersey and built another

really high-end studio, really classy ...

then I took the most

equented highway

In New Jersey, where nobody saild you
could ever survive with a tattoo studio,
and we buit a studio there. It was the

(

el R

¢
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first $500,000 studio and it was amazing.
“Then was a plateau for me. I was
like, where am [ going next? 5o 1 51:311:131:1
the tattoo shows about ten years ago.
I wanted to get a grip on the general
public. Ten years ago, the general
public still didn't support tattooing as
much as it does now. Every tattoo show
was held 1in a hotel 1n a ballroom. it
was still that cliche, so we rented the
Meadowlands Expo Center, which in
New Jersey 1s the biggest exposition
center. People were thinkKing we were
crazy, but what it did, it gave the tattoo
show legitimacy because the expo
center was hosting the biggest home
shows and the biggest trade-shows, so0
1t was where everybody 1In the normal
public would think oh, it's safe to go.”
Having established success m New
Jersey, the never-resting Barth decided
to once again set the bar even lngher for

Barth went after the MGN Group. "That,
of course, was like msanity at that time,”

admits Barth, but as history teaches us,
there 1s nothing Mano Barth can't do.
Following two years of negotliations

- with the Mandalay Bay Resort and

~ Casino, Barth opened a shop inside
~on February 18, 2008. “That was my
next step to the mainstream because
 now, you go in somewhere where all

~ America goes to, Mandalay Bay has a
lot of credential to be an upscale hotel,
so now people walk by and say "Wow,
there's a tattoo shop in here?’ It gained
legitimacy. And I can tell you still, ‘till
today, around 90 percent of the clients

- are first-timers in that store.”

himselt. Choosmg Vegas for his next move,

- YOUR LATEST SHOP IS KING INK IN

- VEGAS, WHICH IS ALSO A BAR? HOW

Relense Sterehine & Eanlal]

DID THAT CONCEPT COME ABOUT?
"G Group was so 1mpressed with

| Mandalay Bay| that I got a chance to
do another one at the Mirage, so now
the whole thing shifted because I didn't
want to build the same store again. 1
was sitting dowmn and 1 was hike, what
do tattoo artists have in common? We all
party hard; we all work 12 hours a day,
14 hours a day; we do what we want;

wWe Wanna listen to our music: wWe Wanna
have a drink, so I was like ckay, let's do

- the crazy thing and build a bar in the

tattoo shop.

“It's still the same concept that Sailor
Bill Johnson told me a long time ago. Get
the people In; be fnendly; make them
come back...” ﬁ'

'WORLD, AND I WAS REALLY STARTING TO GET
INTO THE EDUCATIONAL PART.

WANT
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[| NUTZ TATTOO

Tel 01634 8.

: : E‘,.. .
- Midday til late Sun &,
£12 per day or £20/for the Weekent
Featuring some of the country’s best
award winning tattoo artists

[bf'& cold food. Bar. Trade stalls. '

A Elothing Eﬁ“ﬁsﬂgweileiy.
Livélbands. Tattoo competitions.

I-.#-

CUSTOMITATTOO P ODVPIERCINC]
WARETHERT Y0193 01150007

Please mention sKin Deep when responding to adverts.

; - -' miofmation plﬂﬂﬂe.mntﬂéi;u yr- |
~ Paul’s mobile: 07762 402809
or Darren Stares: 07810 826920

“Darren’s studio: 02392 851661

“Known for its friendly and relaxed atmosphere”
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Fun House Tattoos
140 Sheffield Road

Barnsiey, S Yorks
S70 1JH

Tel: 01226 779595

Van Schaicks Tattoo and Piercing Studio

TATTODING
CUSTOM FREENAND + COVER UPS + COSMENC~ TRADITIONAL
o TRIBAL » CELTIC « MPANESE
.) BODY PIERCING
ALL BODY PSERCINGS UNDERTAKEN
<}

PIERCINGS STRETCHED = BOOY JEWELLERY

BODY MODIFICATION

IMPLANTS = BRAMDING = SCARIFICATION

APPOINTMENTS AND HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
DRINKS AND SNACKS

OPEN MON-SAT 10AM - 6PM = WED-THUR T0AM - 10PM OPEN BANK HOLIDAYS
TEL: 0114 2434 385 = 1 WADSLEY LANE, HILLBOROUGH, SHEFFIELD, Sb 4EA

ALSO AT 131 440A Firth Park Rd, Sheffield, S5 6HH Tel: 0114 244 2272

o w .
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A ‘00 STUDIQ

Awurd Winning

tal Health Registered
H lpllll Sterilization

At 'I'Illul:-ld lttn-ulng Technology
20 years experience

ane f IEHJ

3 Bradford. ana OBM

4 26902

nn:rtutlin CO. uh

12

L

www.sevensinstattoo.com * 01293 //5385

10 HIGH bTF:‘Et:T hDﬁL:‘f RRLY RI ' '
VBB EL XM Mon-Fri T0am-6pm Sat + Hea\th Dept Registered * TP| Member
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Dan Stone’s
FLECTENIC U] l l ATATTCA
32-36 Plains of I1l-'lii_‘1

Ramsgate, i"";.lr"”t L'T*.-. ok X
lel: 01843 855041
www.electncbuddha.co.uk
7 days a week 11.00am - 5.30pm

CLSTOM AT

FODY PIERCING
MICRODERMALS

> G6 D?Jfﬂﬂ Street 1 BRANDING

Birmingham IMPLANTS
B4 71 X TATTOO NUMBING

0121 233 2331 Artists CHERY1, & LB
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Plinth 2000 Ltd

i
Hhierino=ett Bamoss

www.plinth2000.com

K , Body Jewe)lery

Quality titanium & surgical steel body jewellery
direct from the country's leading manufacturer

Expen techmcal advice Surface bars

¢ Wide range of products & Industnal bars

Threading tools & needies Next day delivery

® Export service

=

See our full range of products at:
www.qualitybodyjewellery.com

or contact us for our FREE catalogue:

tel: +44(0)116 286 2376
email: dave@studiol18lid.co.uk
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